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For the third year in a row, the
financial services firm, Edward
Jones, ranks highest in investor sat-
isfaction with full service brokerage
firms. The rankings came from J.D.
Power and, Associates 2007 Full
Service Investor Satisfaction
Study(SM) according to Steve
Kucirek, a financial advisor in
Elkhorn, and Matt Geiseman in
Bennington.

The study measures overall in-
vestor satisfaction with full service
investment firms based on six fac-
tors (in order of importance): finan-
cial advisor/broker, account setup/
account offerings, investment per-
formance, commissions and fees,
account statements, and conve-
nience.

The J.D. Power and Associates
study found that Edward Jones per-
formed particularly well in finan-
cial advisor/broker and investment
performance.

“To be ranked highest in investor
satisfaction is a great honor and rank-
ing highest three years in a row is
quite an accomplishment,” said
Kucirek. “We are especially proud

of this achievement because it is the
result of how our clients view Ed-
ward Jones. Our clients are the true
judges of our service.”

The study finds that, despite the
increased availability of tools for
self-directed investors, the percent-
age of investment decisions made
under the guidance of a financial
advisor has increased to 59 percent
in 2007 - up from 53 percent in
2006.

“We believe in building relation-
ships and in treating our clients as
we would like to be treated,”
Geiseman said. “It shapes the way
we do business - face-to-face from
convenient locations in the commu-
nities where our clients live and
work.”

The study also finds that 39 per-
cent of affluent investors are “highly
satisfied and invest more than 90
percent of their assets with their
primary investment firm.”

Edward Jones ranked highest in
investor satisfaction by J.D. Power
and Associates in 2005 and 2006,
and highest in 2002 in a tie, when
the study began.

Edward Jones ranks highest in
investor satisfaction 3 years in a row

The Ak-Sar-Ben Coronation Ball
Committee announced the names
of the Princesses of the Royal Court
for the 2007 Coronation Ball titled
Romancing the Years scheduled for
Saturday, October 13, at the Qwest
Center Omaha.

A tradition of the Heartland since
1895, the mission of the Corona-
tion Ball is to promote, recognize
and celebrate voluntarism, philan-
thropy and civic pride. All pro-
ceeds raised benefit the Knights of
Ak-Sar-Ben scholarship fund.

A princess is a young woman
between the ages of 21 and 24
whose family has actively contrib-

Patricia Black named Ak-Sar-Ben Coronation Ball princess
uted to the Omaha community.

Among the princesses  of Ak-
Sar-Ben for 2007 is Patricia Bitters
Black from Elkhorn, daughter of
Drs. Steven and Joyce Black. Patricia
is attending the University of Ne-
braska Lincoln with a pre-nursing
major. She is employed at Saint
Elizabeth’s Hospital and the Uni-
versity of Nebraska Housing.

She is involved in Eating Disor-
der Education and Prevention at
UNL, Gamma Phi Beta and Greeks
Promoting Positive Attitudes. Her
special interest is scuba diving.

Her father is a plastic surgeon at
the Nebraska Medical Center. He

was chief of medical staff from 1996
to 2002 at Clarkson and Nebraska
Medical Center. He was president
and an elder from 1996 to 2006 for
Lord of Life Lutheran Church.

Her mother is an associate pro-
fessor at UNMC College of Nurs-
ing. She is president of UNMC Col-
lege of Nursing Alumni, president
of National Pressure Ulcer Advi-
sory Panel and former president of
the Elkhorn School Foundation.

Patricia’s grandparents  are the
late Dr. Albert Black, who was
Nebraska’s first plastic surgeon, and
Madge Black; and the late Joseph
Graupmann and Alta Graupmann.

Patricia Black

Nebraska Choral Arts Society gears up for new season

  Renée Spicka,
who grew up in
Elkhorn, is the
NCAS execu-
tive director.

Members of one of the NCAS children’s  choirs
perform at their spring 2007 “Crossing Time”
concert. Auditions for several children’s cho-
ruses will be on August 23.            Photo: Ben DeVries

by Mary Lou Rodgers
Growing up in Elkhorn and as a

music major at UNO, Renée Peters
Spicka has spent many hours doing
what she loves – singing.
Now she is the executive
director of an organiza-
tion that provides oppor-
tunities for children and
adults to sing in profes-
sional quality choirs.

Spicka heads the Ne-
braska Choral Arts Soci-
ety, which is now gear-
ing up for its 2007-08
season by auditioning
prospective members for
its children, teen and
adult choruses.  She is just one of
many people from the Elkhorn,
Bennington and metro area who
enjoys being part of this musical
experience.

This year’s concert season theme
is “Music of the Americas”. It will
begin with a benefit concert for

Project Hope on October 9, featur-
ing all eight choirs with about 350
singers. The Masterworks and CAST

(teens) choirs will per-
form songs of American
composers at UNO on
October 20 and folk songs
on March 2.
   The signature concert
of the year will be the
Festival of Christmas
Brass and Choral Music
December 7-8 at First
United Methodist Church
in Omaha. This will be
the 25th anniversary of the
traditional Christmas
concert, and Spicka hopes

to bring back the original artistic
director, Tom Brantigan, along with
Masterworks alumni, to join the
current group directed by Dr. Mat-
thew Harden of UNO. Mike Th-
ompson, of Thompson Music in
Elkhorn, part of the Omaha Brass
Ensemble, has been part of the

Chris tmas
concert for
s e v e r a l
years.
 Spicka,
who earned
a Bachelor’s
degree in
Music in
Voice Per-
f o r m a n c e
from UNO
in 2003, is
the music
coordinator
for Mary
Our Queen
Church in

Omaha and is a
cantor for St.
John’s in Valley.
She joined the
M a s t e r w o r k s
choir six years
ago and then
urged her father,
Don Peters, to
join, too. Peters,
a past president
of the choir, said
it is a very re-
warding experi-
ence working
with such tal-
ented singers.

“The material
is challenging
and offers a refreshing change from
the daily routine,” Peters said. “Dr.
Harden provides fantastic leader-
ship for our group.”

The Masterworks choir of 40-45
members ranges in age from 18 to
80. Besides their four season con-
certs, they take a short tour and sing
at Royals’ games and other events.
The children’s choirs range in age

from second grade through high
school.

Other concerts in the 2007-08
season will be the Children’s Cho-
rus on March 29, Masterworks and
Bel Canto on April 26, and the Chil-
dren and CAST on May 17.

To schedule an audition, call 342-
6753 or visit www.choirmusic.org
for more information.

    The NCAS Masterworks adult chorus performs
during the fall 2006 “Eastern Escapes” season con-
cert. The chorus is now auditioning by appointment
until August 20 for the 2007-08 season.

Photo: Kurt Johnson

RUSH HOUR 3 (PG13)
STARDUST (PG13)
DADDY DAY CAMP (PG)
BOURNE ULTIMATUM (PG13)
UNDERDOG (PG)     HOT ROD (PG13)
THE SIMPSONS MOVIE (PG13)
NO RESERVATIONS (PG)
HAIRSPRAY (PG)
I NOW PRONOUNCE YOU
    CHUCK and LARRY (PG13)
HARRY POTTER   (PG13)
RATATOUILLE (G)

NOW SHOWING at these DOUGLAS THEATRES!

For Full Movie Schedule and Show Times for Both Theatres:
24-Hour Movie Line 827-3456 or on the web at www.douglastheatres.com

20 Grand
 144th & W. Maple Road

Open daily at 11:45 a.m.
THRU AUGUST 19th

Village Pointe
174th & West Dodge

Open daily at 11:45 a.m.
THRU AUGUST 19th

Now Showing at BOTH Theatres Now at 20 GRAND only:
BRATZ (PG)
TRANSFORMERS (PG13)
KNOCKED UP (R)
Now at VILLAGE POINTE only:
LIVE FREE or DIE HARD (PG13)
Starts Friday, August 17th
SUPERBAD (R)
THE INVASION (PG13)

Advance Tickets Available at the
Box office and online

**Gift Certificates Available!**


